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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Box Non-Fee Amendment 
Director of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Kindly amend the above-identified application as follows: 
In the Specification 

Page 1, line 9, after the section heading RELATED APPLICATIONS, please 
delete the paragraph beginning with the words "This apphcation is a continuation-in- 
part..." and ending with "...filed October 13, 1998.", and insert the following 
replacement paragraph: 

-This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Apphcation No. 09/172,186, 
filed October 13, 1998, now abandoned, which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional 
Application No. 60/063,054, filed October 27, 1997.-- 
In the Claims 

Kindly amend claim 8 as follows: 
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8. (Amended) The method of claim 6, wherein said comparing comprises 
comparing an area under a peak in said at least one selected absorption band in said first 
Fourier transform infrared spectrum to an area under a peak in said at least one selected 
absorption band in said second Fourier transform infrared spectrum. 



REMARKS 

Consideration and an early allowance of this application are eamestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 
jroua, Ltd, 



Dated: July 17, 2001 



Sierra Patent Group, Ltd. 
PO Box 6149 
Stateline, NV 89449 
(775) 586-9500 




istin C. Castle 
teg. No: 47,208 
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APPENDIX 1 

MARKED-UP SPECIFICATION 

This application is a continuation-in-part of [co-pending application serial 
number] U.S. Application No. 09/172,186, filed October 13, 1998r.l . now abandoned, 
which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/063.054. filed October 
27. 1997. 

MARKED-UP CLAIMS 

8. (Amended) The method of claim [58] 6, wherein said comparing comprises 
comparing an area under a peak in said at least one selected absorption band in said first 
Fourier transform infrared spectrum to an area under a peak in said at least one selected 
absorption band in said second Fourier transform infrared spectrum. 
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